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ACTION NEA-IO 

INFO OCT-OI EUR-I2 ISO-OO FEA-OI ERDA-07 AID-05 CEA-OI 

CIAE-00 CIEP-02 COME-00 DODE-00 EB-07 FPC-OI H-02 

INR-07 INT-05 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 OMB-OI PM-03 

USIA-I5 SAM-OI OES-05 SP-02 SS-15 STR-04 TRSE-00 

FRB-OI OPIC-06 XMB-04 /I26 W 

127505 

R081150Z AUG75 
FM AMEMBASSY BEIRUT 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 5696 
INFO AMEMBASSY AMMAN 
AMEMBASSY CAIRO 
AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS 
AMEMBASSY JIDDA 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY NICOSIA 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV 
AMCONSUL DHAHRAN 
USINT BAGHDAD UNN 

UNCLAS BEIRUT 10080 

CAIRO PLS PASS ALEXANDRIA 

E.O. 1 1652: N/A 

TAGS: ENRG, BIND, BEXP, PLOS, LE 

SUBJECT: PETROLEUM EXPLORATION APPROACH OUTLINED 
REE: BEIRUT 10046 

1. BEIRUT DAILY STAR INTERVIEW PUBLISHED AUGUST 8 

WITH MARWAN ISKANDAR OUTLINES GOL'S APPROACH TO DOMESTIC OIL 
EXPLORATION. 

UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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2. GOL HAS SENT BID INVITATIONS TO 40 OIL COMPANIES, 
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INCLUDING AMERICAN MAJORS AND INTERESTED 
INDEPENDENTS, IN HOPES OE GENERATING MORE COMPETITION 
THAN EXISTED UNDER APPROACH PREVAILING F ART TER THIS 
YEAR. THE GOAL IS TO PARCEL THE OEESHORE IN GROUPS OE 
PERHAPS TEN 500-KILOMETER SQUARE BLOCKS AMONG SEVERAL 
COMPANIES. PREVIOUSLY, IT APPEARED THAT TRIPCO, 

WHICH ALREADY HAS A LARGE SYRIAN OEESHORE CONCESSION, 
WOULD GET ALL OR MOST OE EEBANESE OEESHORE. 

3. GOL HAS SPECIEICALLY INVITED COMPANIES OPERATING 
IN EGYPT DUE TO THEIR EXPERIENCE IN EASTERN MED AND 
BECAUSE GOL OIL MINISTRY RECEIVING ADVICE FROM 
EGYPTIAN COUNTERPARTS. 

4. ISKANDAR, A RECOGNIZED LEBANESE PETROLEUM AND 
EINANCIAL EXPERT, ACKNOWLEDGES THAT LEBANESE OFESHORE 
"NOT A HOT AREA" BUT BELIEVES SIMILARITIES TO GEOEOGY 

OE TURKEY AND SYRIA OEEERS HOPES EOR MODEST DISCOVERIES. 
ISKANDAR AWARE THAT RECENT US OIL TAX REVISIONS MAY 
DIMINISH INTEREST AMERICAN COMPANIES THIS AREA. 

GODLEY 


UNCLASSIEIED 


NNN 
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Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channei indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PETROLEUM, EXPLORATORY DRILLING 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 08 AUG 1975 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: n/a 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975BE1RUT10080 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D750274-0299 
From: BEIRUT 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: linki 975/newtext/t1 9750867/aaaacgws.tel 

Line Count: 82 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION NEA 
Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 75 BEIRUT 10046 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: ellisoob 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 19 DEC 2002 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <19 DEC 2002 by ReddocGW>; APPROVED <09 FEB 2004 by ellisoob> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
06 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: PETROLEUM EXPLORATION APPROACH OUTLINED 
TAGS: ENRG, EIND, BEXP, PLOS, LE 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 
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